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PERI scorn. 


ol the thymus was problematic. Digitalis, stropliantlnts and blisters 
were persisted in for some weeks with no effect. 

Case III. A woman of forty-five; disease of about a year’s dura¬ 
tion. She took 400 five-grain tablets in three months, besides many 
lambs’ thymus glands. During this time there was some improvement, 
but the pulse remained at 160 to 200, but in the following six months, 
during only one of which thymus was taken, she continued- to improve 
at at least an equally rapid rate. "This patient, originally severely and 
dangerously ill, became practically quite well; but the improvement 
began long before the administration of thymus, and seemed to con¬ 
tinue independently of it ; moreover, thymus was taken in comparatively 
small doses of four to six tabloids daily. Digitalis at first seemed 
beneficial, but subsequently did more harm than good. 

Case IV. A woman of forty-nine was first given thyroid tablets for 
six weeks, but they distinctly aggravated the symptoms. During the 
next year she took 700 five-grain tablets of thymus with some improve¬ 
ment, but during three consecutive months of this period she took no 
medicine and her condition remained as good as during the admin¬ 
istration of the remedy. Nevertheless, the patient was found a year 
and three-quarters subsequently perfectly free from all discoverable 
symptoms except a pulse of ninety-six, and a very slightly enlarged 
thyroid, having throughout that period treasured up her last stock of 
thymus tablets, convinced that they had cured her of her troublesome 
symptoms and might therefore he needed at some future time. 

Patrick. 

235. Ueber dif. Behandllnu df.u Syphilis im Ai.lgemeinf.n und Ohkr 
diejenige der Taises postsvpiiiutica im Bksoxderen (Concern¬ 
ing the Treatment of Syphilis in General and especially of the Post¬ 
syphilitic Tabes). S. Tschiriew (Monatsschrift fiir Psychiatric 
und Neurologic. Vol. 5. No. 6 . 1899. P- 44 °) • 

Tschiriew has had an experience of more than seventeen years in 
military hospitals, and has found that the most common affections 
among army officers are the postsyphilitic. Syphilis, he says, is a con¬ 
stitutional disease and never completely curable, although post¬ 
syphilitic affections may be warded off if specific treatment is repeated 
at least once every three years during the ten or fifteen years following 
the infection. All excesses must be avoided. He disapproves of the 
simultaneous administration of mercury and the iodides. The latter 
hasten the elimination of the mercury, and thereby lessen its effective¬ 
ness in the treatment of syphilis, and increase the danger of stomatitis. 
Mercurial inunctions are of unquestionable value: no serious objection 
can be made to the mercurial ointment, although the mercurial soap 
employed by the physicians of Aix-Ia-Chapelle is preferable. Baths in¬ 
crease" the circulation of the mercury in the system, and the elimination 
through the kidneys and sweat glands, and thereby lessen the 
elimination through the mouth. A bath of 35 degrees C. lasting from 
twenty to thirty minutes should be given daily, and inunctions should 
be made a half to one hour after the bath. Inunctions should be given 
on six successive days, and on the seventh day a bath should be ordered. 
This treatment should be employed for five or six weeks, and during 
this time the mouth should be washed out seven or eight times daily 
with a solution of chlorate of potash, especially after eating, 
and the teeth and even the tongue should be brushed. The functions 
of the stomach and intestines must be carefully regulated, and the use 
of tobacco restricted. Tschiriew employs five to six grants of mer¬ 
curial soap or mercurial ointment daily. Pills and subcutaneous in¬ 
jections of mercury are not to be recommended. The inunctions are 
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discontinued after they have been employed for five or six weeks, the 
baths are then given three times weekly, and the iodides are employed 
in the dose of 0.5 to 4,0 grams three times daily. Water from a sulphur 
spring may he advantageously administered during the "cure.” 

Tschiriew’s treatment of tabes consists oi douches, electrization of 
the spinal cord, medulla oblongata and urogenital apparatus, appli¬ 
cations of the Pacquelin cautery along the spine, etc. Spiller. 

Tim Piiykiolohk ai. Effects of Extracts of the Pituitary 

Body. E. A. Schafer and Swale Vincent (Journal of Physiology 

25, 1899, p. 87.) 

The authors believe that there are specific, active substances in 
the infundibular part oi the pituitary body and conclude from a series 
of experiments that: 

(1) Extracts of the pituitary body, when intravenously injected, 
have a marked effect upon the blood pressure, producing, according 
to the nature of the extract, either a marked rise or a marked fall. 
The pituitary body contains, therefore, two active substances, one 
pressor and the other depressor. Of these the pressor substance is 
soluble in salt solution and insoluble in absolute alcohol and ether: 
the depressor substance is soluble in salt solution, in absolute alcohol, 
and in ether. The active substances are not destroyed by boiling 
and are dialvsablc. 

(2) The pressor substance produces its action both upon the heart 
and upon the peripheral arteries. (The action of the pressor substance 
is a prolonged one. and during the peril.d of its action a second dose 
is inactive, or nearly so.) The action of the depressor substance is 
t vanescent and can be repeated at short intervals. 

(3) The pressor effect of the extract may be accompanied by car¬ 
diac slowing. This is probably in barge part incidental to the contrac¬ 
tion of arterioles and rise of aortic pressure, lull is in part due to direct 
action upon the peripheral mechanism. 

(4) The active substances are contained only in the infundibular. 
11m in the hypophysial, part of the pituitary body. 

(5) Subcutaneous injection of the extracts in small mammals 
causes paralytic symptoms similar to those obtained by injecting 
suprarenal extracts. 

(6) The characteristic effects produced by extracts of the infun¬ 

dibular body arc probably not due to the gray nervous matter of which 
this is largely composed. Jelui-ee. 

237. Myxedema Treated with "Coi. i.oid" Material. Robert J. M. 

Buchanan (British Medical Journal. Xo. 2007; June 17th. 1899. 

p. 1460). 

A man of fifty-four years who had presented the symptoms of 
myxedema for a period of two years or more was treated with Op- 
penheimer’s "palatinoids” of thyroid "colloid.” 

Treatment was begun with one palatinoid at night which was 
gradually increased to four in twenty-four hours, and then reduced to 
two a day. and later to one a day. There were no symptoms of thy- 
roidism, and at the end of five months the patient was considered to 
be entirely normal in every respect. Tie continues to take one or two 
of the palatinoids daily. 

For a full account of the chemistry and preparation see British 
Medical Journal of March 21st, 1806: January 23d. 1897, and February 
17th, 1897; Journ. Physiol.. Vol. XX. p. 474. Patrick. 



